
Environmental Commission Meetinq Minutes - Januarv 23. 2023

Present: Rich Rodack, Miriam Reichenbach, Eric Agren, Ed Komczyk, Marilyn Quinn, Russell Price,
Alternate: CarlFord

WD Twp Representative: Adam Reid
Student Representative: Colwyn Moser
Public - Mr. Mo Perera, Mr. William Pitts, Ms. Sharon Ceravolo
Guests: None

Swearinq in of members - Adam Reid swore in four members whose terms had expired at the end of 2022. Mr
Price and Ms. Quinn were sworn in for three year terms as regular members and Messrs. Ford and Miller were
sworn in as alternate members for 1 year terms. Mr. Miller was sworn in via a telephone call and was not
physically present at the meeting. Mr. Miller dropped off the call after he was sworn in.

Mr. Reid asked for nominations for chairperson and Rich nominated Miriam and it was seconded by Marilyn.
There were no other nominations. Adam asked for a vote and all persons voted for Miriam as chairperson with no
objections. Adam then turned the meeting over to newly elected chairperson Miriam.

Callto Order: Miriam Reichenbach called the meeting to order at 7:06 P.M and welcomed back Adam as the
township liaison to the commission.

WDEC Reorqanization:

Miriam asked for nominations for committee vice-chairperson. Russell nominated Ed and Marilyn seconded the
nomination. There were no other candidates nominated. Ed was elected by all members via voice vote with no
objections.

Miriam asked for nominations for committee secretary. Ed nominated Rich and Russ seconded the nomination
There were no other candidates nominated. Rich was elected by all members via voice vote with no objections

Miriam asked for nominations for committee treasurer. Rich nominated Eric and Ed seconded the nomination.
There were no other candidates nominated. Eric was elected by all members via voice vote with no objections

Secretary's Report - Meeting Minutes - Rich asked for a motion to review the draft December meeting
minutes. Ed made the motion and l/iriam seconded. There were no objections. The draft minutes were reviewed
and no changes were suggested. Rich asked for a motion to accept the meeting minutes as written. Miriam
made the motion and Russ seconded it. Miriam made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Ed
seconded it. The motion passed with no objections with Eric abstaining from the vote.

Secretarv's Report - Gorrespondence received - Rich discussed the correspondence the WDEC received, as
follows:

r The ANJEC annual dues request received in December was submitted to Barb Lamplugh for payment
e Letter dated January 14,2023 from The Gloucester County Nature Club regarding West Deptford's feral

cat management plan

There was substantial discussion regarding the Nature Club's letter, including input from Ms. Ceravolo and Mr.
Pitts, regarding West Deptford's decision to move the feral cat population to the Nature Trail area. Specific
concerns raised were the cats' potential predation on the bird population, and potential negative interactions with
persons and dogs using the Nature Trail. After discussion and review of options, two follow-up actions were



identified as follows: Action ltems - Adam will review the concerns raised with township officials to determine if
there is a more suitable location for the feral cats. Miriam will contact the feral cat careqiver to see if she is
available to attend the Commission's February meetinq in order to provide her perspective on the concerns
raised.

OId Business
Township Liaison Report:Adam Reid reported on the following items:

Rivergate Park is still under construction and should be completed in April/May timeframe.
The pickleballcourts are being frequently used.

New trash cans will be provided to residents and automated trash collection will be implemented over the
next few months resulting in labor- saving trash collection services for the township.
Rich asked about Solvay's test well being drilled near the Greenfields swim club and the previously
reported high pH result and whether Solvay would be drilling another test well at a new location. Action
Item - Adam will look into the matter and report back at the February meetinq.

Student Representative Report: - With regard to potential traffic concerns in the vicinity of the high school.
Colwyn said he provided the high school's bus schedule to Miriam, indicating it was last year's schedule and that
he would try to get this year's also. He also said that the milkweed is being grown at the greenhouse. ln follow-up
to last month's meeting, he reported that one bus barn is being considered at the middle school.

Chairperson's Report: Miriam reported on the following items:

Update on Nature Trail -_Ed reported that there is nothing new to report.

Bus Schedules - See the discussion in the Student Representative section above.

Earth Dav Seedlinq Giveaways - Miriam reported that she worked with Latiya to procure seedlings from NJ and
said she selected mainly flowering trees such as dogwoods, redbuds, and cherry.

New Business:

Communication with Residents: Nothing new to report, beyond the input provided by the public mentioned in the
feral cat discussion. ln addition, Ms. Ceravolo said she sent a letter to the WDEC regarding the feral cat
relocation. Rich said he checks the WDEC mailbox regularly and will follow-up to see if he can find the letter.

Project Updates - Marilyn said there were articles in the South Jersey Times regarding Solvay and the lawsuit
filed by NDEP and also a guest columnist article about LNG transport.

Grant Apolications: Nothing new to report.

Planninq Board - Eric reported that there were four proposed projects to be heard at the Planning Board's
January 24th meeting and provided a copy of the agenda to WDEC members present. He encouraged interested
WDEC members to attend the meeting should they have any comments. He and Rich also circulated an email
Iink to the township's files for the projects to WDEC members for their information and use. Rich noted that two
projects were located in the lndustrial park, one was located on River Lane and the other was on Mantua Grove
Road. Rich also mentioned that the township's professionals (engineers and planners) provided the Planning
Board with their comments on the projects.

Financial Report: Eric emailed the financial report to WDEC members and reported a trust fund balance of
$21691.48. The unused funds from the general 2A22WDEC budget were rolled into the 2023 trust fund balance
West Deptford's budget is expected to be adopted in April at which time WDEC's budget allocation will be made.

a

a

Warehousing - Miriam talked briefly about the recent proliferation of warehouses in NJ. Rich said he saw the
need to balance land development with the conservation of open space.



Public comment: None, besides those noted in the feral cat discussion.

For the Good of the Order:

Marilyn mentioned that there was a person picking up trash in RiverWinds and asked if he could be provided with
gloves, bags and other equipment to assist him in picking up trash. lVliriam said you could usually get the
equipment at the front desk at the RiverWinds community center. ln addition, Eric also mentioned ihe items could
be obtained via the Gloucester County lmprovement Authority's Clean Community program.

Ed mentioned the email he sent with the link to the ecosystem video and that it included discussion of the West
Deptford Nature Trail ecosystem.

Colwyn said he would be participating in a NJ DECA conference in Atlantic City in late February as part of West
Deptford High school's DECA club, focusing on leadership and entrepreneurship.

Adiourn: Miriam asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Russell made the motion and it was seconded by
Carl. Miriam adjourned the meeting at 8:40 P.M. with no objections.

Dates to Remember February 27th EC meeting, 7:00 p.M, in-person - TBD
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Signed and sub by Richard Rodack, WDEC Secretary


